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Climate Change and Producer Responsibility

PPI White Paper [1]

Product Policy Institute conducts research on the climate and energy impacts of consumer products.  In 2009, 
PPI showed that products and packaging account for 44% of US greenhouse gas impacts ? more than heating 
and cooling of buildings, local passenger transportation, or food production.  Since the majority of a product?s 
energy footprint is in the extraction and production phases, EPR programs can significantly lower the GHG 
emissions associated with a given product by substituting recycled materials for energy-intensive virgin 
resources.

Products and packaging account for 44% of all US global warming 
pollution

This paper builds on a new report from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, ?Opportunities to 
Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions through Materials and Land Management Practices,? which offers 
new insight into the impact of products and packaging on climate change. Based on the report, non-food 
products are associated with 37 percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.  
This paper extends the EPA analysis to include the impacts from producing products abroad that 
are consumed in the U.S.  This brings the share of products and packaging to 44 percent of total 
U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. Extended Producer Responsibility is discussed as a policy option to 
reduce the greenhouse gas impact of products.
Read the paper: Products, Packaging and US Greenhouse Gas Emissions [1] (Product Policy Institute, 
September 2009)?

44 Percent Products & Packaging

U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Consumption-based 
view 

including emissions embodied in international 
trade.

Producer responsibility policies can reduce global warming pollution

In the chapter for or the book The Post Carbon [2]Read [2]er: Managing the 21st Century?s 
Sustainability Crises [2] [2] titled ?Climate Change, Peak Oil and t [3]Post Carbon Reader [3]he End of W
[3]aste [3]?, authors Bill Sheehan and Helen Spiegelman lay out the case for Extended Producer 
Responsibility and its ability to fundamentally change our current predicament with climate change, oil 
dependence and abundant waste. You can read the entire chapter h [3]ere [3].
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To order The Post Carbon Reader: Managing the 21st Century?s Sustainability Crises edited by Richard 
Heinberg and Daniel Lerch (Healdsburg, CA: Watershed Media, 2010), please go to 
http://www.postcarbon.org/reader [4].

EPR policies included in state climate action plans

In 2008, the Governors Climate Action Team in Washington State proposed product stewardship and an EPR 
Framework policy as ways of addressing climate change. 

Summary of EPR Famework policy [5]in Climate Action Report (1 page; draft 10-Oct-2009)
Proposed EPR framework legislation [6] -- Pages 65-83 in the Climate Action Team's report, Beyond 
Waste.
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