


included in the product price, there is an incentive to design products that are more 
durable, easier to repair and recycle, and less toxic; and 

WHEREAS, the Massachusetts legislature has enacted producer 
responsibility programs for certain mercury-containing products; and 

WHEREAS, the Massachusetts legislature has committed to achieving 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions, and EPR policies are important strategies for 
achieving this goal through reduction of manufacturing and disposal emissions; and 

WHEREAS, jobs in disassembly, reuse, repair and recycling are 
generated by EPR, offering significant local economic development opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Holyoke can advance EPR through a variety of 
mechanisms including requiring the manufacturers of products sold to Holyoke 
departments to take financial responsibility for collecting and recycling their products at 
the end of their useful life; by incorporating EPR policies into product procurement 
practices; and by favoring vendors and manufacturers that take back their products and 
associated packaging at end of life; and 

WHEREAS, the Holyoke City Council supports statewide legislation to 
hold producers responsible for hazardous product discard management and other product 
waste management costs, 

WHEREAS, EPR legislation for discarded electronic waste has been 
passed in 18 states and New York City, and the Holyoke City Council supports EPR 
legislation for discarded electronic waste, 

WHEREAS, Framework EPR codifies the EPR principle '!11d gives the 
State regulatory agency the authority to address multiple products over time; and 

WHEREAS, the Holyoke City Council supports working with other 
Massachusetts municipalities and other states to move EPR policy forward nationally, 
and supports the Framework Principles for Product Stewardship Policy adopted by six 
Product Stewardship Councils in North America, including the Vermont and New York 
Councils; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE HOLYOKE 
CITY COUNCIL serves notice to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and to 
manufacturers and distributors of products and packaging sold in our jurisdiction, that it 
supports the transfer of responsibility for the costs of managing products at end-of-life to 
producers (brand owners and first importers), under oversight of the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that City of Holyoke departments be 
authorized to send letters to the State legislature and State associations and to use other 
advocacy methods to support EPR legislation; and 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Holyoke include 
preferential producer take-back language in purchasing contracts where feasible; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Holyoke City Council urges the 
Massachusetts legislature to enact comprehensive EPR legislation based on the 
Framework Principles for Product Stewardship Policy; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Holyoke City Council urges the 
Massachusetts legislature to enact EPR legislation for discarded electronic waste this 
year; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Holyoke City Council will 
work with other Massachusetts municipalities and the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection to enact EPR legislation and regulation. 
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