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GOAL OF THE PAPER
ω 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ stewardship as 
an environmental management 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ άƎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎέ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ 
design and production, and 
reducing ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƭƛŦŜπŎȅŎƭŜ 
impacts.

ω tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ language and 
expanded vocabulary for 
stakeholders involved in the DEQ 
process, and for future discussions 
regarding product policy mechanisms 
and their ability to influence product 
design.
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THE DISCUSSION 
ACCORDING TO WORDLE
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THREE KEY THEMES

ÅPRODUCT STEWARDSHIP IS AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
THAT INTERNALIZES AND LINKS TOGETHER 
THE LIFE-CYCLE IMPACTS OF A PRODUCT AND 
PRODUCTION PROCESS.
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THREE KEY THEMES

Å PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP IS AN ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT STRATEGY THAT 
INTERNALIZES AND LINKS TOGETHER THE LIFE-CYCLE IMPACTS OF A PRODUCT AND 
PRODUCTION PROCESS.

Å PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP ATTEMPTS TO INFLUENCE DESIGN CHANGES THAT RESULT IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IN ALL LIFE-CYCLE STAGES.

ÅSUCH POLICES AND MECHANISMS ALREADY 
EXIST AND ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE.
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COMPONENTS OF THE PAPER

ÅDocument Context & Purpose

ÅProvisos for Discussion

ÅThe Concept

ÅMechanisms

ÅEmerging Issues & Considerations

ÅRecommendations & Policy Options

ÅQuestions for Consideration
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COMPONENTS OF THIS 
PRESENTATION

ÅBroad issue background

ÅThings to keep in mind

ÅProduct stewardship/green design mechanisms

ÅEmerging issues and considerations

ÅRecommendations, policy options & next steps 

ÅQuestions for the group to consider
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Broad Issue Background

ÅThe demand for information is growing.

ÅThe supply of information is growing.

ÅTransparency is increasingly accepted.

ÅProducts are seen as a fulcrum for policy 
implementation.

ÅProduct design is seen as an essential 
intervention point in the life-cycle.
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THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

Å More and more products are being addressed by product stewardship policies.

Å Product stewardship embraces a wide range of tools and mechanisms.

Å Europe, Asia and Canada are rapidly developing product stewardship policies that 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƭƛŦŜπŎȅŎƭŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎΦ

Å Product policies are in a time of growth and transition -- most policies are less 
than twenty years old.

Å Be careful about unintended effects and net negative impacts.

ÅhƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ 
design.

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƻƭǾŜ 
all problems.
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GREEN DESIGN MECHANISMS

ÅRestriction on Hazardous Substances (RoHS)

ÅWaste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Directive (WEEE)

ÅTop Runner

ÅElectronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT)

ÅhǊŜƎƻƴ 9π/ȅŎƭŜǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ

ÅOregon Paint Program

ÅSeattle Foodwaste Program

ÅDanish Packaging Law

ÅEmpty Space Laws
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Emerging Issues & Considerations 1 of 2

ÅTo separate or not to separate

ÅIndividual versus collective responsibility

ÅTiming is important

ÅLong supply chain

ÅPurchasing as a driver

ÅLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ
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Emerging Issues & Considerations 2 of 2

ÅOwnership and tangible goods

ÅMoving forward with incomplete information

ÅMore information is on its way

Å¢ƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŜƴŘπƻŦπƭƛŦŜ

Å9ȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ άǿŀǎǘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
άƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ǾƛŜǿ

ÅFinancial assurance as design insurance
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Recommendations, policy options 
& next steps 

ÅProvide a clear policy or statement of intent.
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Recommendations, policy options 
& next steps 

Å Provide a clear policy or statement of intent.

Å Undertake research that can inform future product stewardship policies.

Å Develop policy approaches that focus on results.

Å Recycling does not always provide the optimal solution.

Å Provide information that allows consumers to choose preferable products or 
packaging.

ÅInvolve stakeholders representatives from the 
full product life cycle.
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Recommendations, policy options 
& next steps 

ÅInclude established baseline data, clear 
targets for collection, performance goals, 
reporting standards and clear goals for design 
improvements & other lifecycle 
improvements.
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Recommendations, policy options 
& next steps 

Å Include established baseline data, clear targets for collection, performance 
goals, reporting standards and clear goals for design improvements & other 
lifecycle improvements.

Å Statewide priorities for product categories and articulate a clear step-by-step 
process.

Å Adopt leading existing standards.

Å Identify targeted products for product stewardship legislation.

ÅFoster direct feedback to manufacturers.
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Questions for Discussion

1)Consider what drivers or policy directions 
Oregon should pursue in these examples:

a)Iƻǿ ƳƛƎƘǘ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ Ŝ-waste take 
advantage of the ideas discussed here?

b)Iƻǿ ƳƛƎƘǘ hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ƻǊ ǘƻȄƛŎǎ 
materials contained in - or used in the making of -
products employ the ideas discussed here?

c) What role could government procurement policies 
play in encouraging producers to pursue green 
design?
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Questions for Discussion

2) Going forward:

a)What actions might help till the soil for future 
product stewardship policy that has an upstream 
focus?

b)What should we do at the state level, what at a 
regional or national level?
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